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The following reports cover the period 1st October 2008 30th Sep-
tember 2009 (based on the RA’s Financial year) Reports covering

future events have been edited.

Ramblers Annual Reports
Chairman

My year as Chairman has been spent
largely in getting to know more of our
members and also in trying to make
sure that, in addition to our excellent
record in terms of organising walks, we
are contributing everything we can to
the other purposes of the Ramblers As-
sociation.

To achieve the first objective | have
been seeking to attend as many group
meetings as | can. This is important to
me as unfortunately the injury | sus-
tained in a traffic accident some three
years ago still prevents me from being
able to meet people through joining
walks. Never mind! Our groups have
been very hospitable: | have now met
many members and look forward to
meeting many more through my pro-
gramme of joining in group meetings.

Concerning the second objective as |
have noted, our record is really pretty
good. Perhaps in future we could do a
bit more to fit in with the Association’s
strategy of promoting walking as a
health objective for social groups, like
urban minorities, who are not already
regular walkers, or by supporting the
spread of walking to disabled groups.
We have also had for several years now
a first class team of Footpath Secretar-
ies who have been very active in the
Association’s basic work of consolidat-
ing, maintaining and expanding the
area’s network of ROWSs. Some note-

worthy successes have been achieved. |
have long felt, however, that working on
my own as Countryside Protection Sec-
retary | had not been able to achieve that
which | should have liked. An important
aim this year has accordingly been to re-
organise this activity as team effort in-
volving representatives of our three
main geographical areas of Bristol,
South Gloucester and BANES (Susan
Carter, Bob Hall and myself respec-
tively) giving ourselves a better chance
of keeping abreast of the detail of infor-
mation which is often only known
through local gossip, and of building up
the sort of contacts we need to be effec-
tive — all of which is probably beyond a
single person to achieve. It is early days,
but I think we are starting to make a
difference.

Towards the end of the period, a new
activity unfortunately intruded. This was
the outcome of the revelation that, ow-
ing to the apparent mismanagement of
the RA’s funds, the Association was
facing financial embarrassment suffi-
ciently severe as to threaten the fulfil-
ment of out charitable objectives. This
was widely linked in the mind of mem-
bers with a feeling that the current strat-
BOY e eeeene e gave too much
emphasis to the pursuit of currently
fashionable political aims at the expense
of the RA’s fundamental concerns with
the ROW system, which after all lies at
the heart of our ability to promote walk-
ing. | have therefore been active in pro-
moting our members’ views through the
development of an informal grouping of



Chairmen of areas in the South West and in meetings with the National Chairman,
Rodney Whittaker. This matter, at the time of writing, remains a live on-going issue
and we remain to see the outcome of our efforts.

Avon Area Secretary Report 2009

This year started with a visit to the Ram-
blers General Council at HARPER Adams
University College. Shropshire and with
everything bearing the new Logo it was a
colourful event, electing a new Ramblers
Chairman Rodney Whittaker to take over
from Kate Ashbrooke.

The new IT membership data system
(CRM) is still proving problematic and
although Central office try to convince us
that it is improving I am not convinced and
I think that the inadequacy of this system
plays a large part in the drop in the number
of the Ramblers Membership both in not
accounting for present members and in
failing to process new applications. | have
had two people approach me to say they
had tried two or three times for member-
ship and had written and phoned to no
avail, unfortunately both had given up.
The same has happened with existing
memberships not being renewed, in some
cases their money had even been take by
direct debit. I my opinion this system has
still got a long way to go before its fit for
purpose.

The Ramblers are going through a finan-
cially lean time, partly due to the recession
and partly due to miscalculation of antici-
pated donations. This has prompted Central
office to make some drastic reductions in
spending, which have affected us all.

One of the main changes that has affected
my role has area secretary is | no longer
have information updates mailed to me.
Central office now publish everything on

the volunteers section of their web site
and it is up to individuals to go into this
section and find relevant information.
This is quite time consuming and can
mean that | have to sift through a lot of
irrelevant articles.

Tom Franklin and Rodney Whittaker
came to Bath to hold a special meeting of
volunteers in view of the present affairs
of the Association, unfortunately the
venue was only big enough for 22 peo-
ple. The Idea of this was to improve
communications between volunteers,
Central office and the board of trustees, it
was a shame they did not communicate
this with us before they booked the room,
we could have found a more suitable
venue.

I continue to produce and edit the Avon
Area News. This is the Area Councils
main method of communicating with the
membership. | encourage articles from
all the officers to ensure we keep mem-
bers well informed.

Coastal access, the South Downs becom-
ing a National Park and the Ramblers
financial crises have been the main na-
tional issues this year, Locally Gating
orders and local footpath access still
continues to cause concern, although
progress is steadily being made..

This year a new subcommittee of three
Countryside Protection Secretaries has
been set up by David Waterstone to
achieve more of the Ramblers Charitable
Aims. (See David's report page 2)

Jill Fysh



Statement of income and expenses
for the year ended 30" September 2009

Area Treasurer’s report:

1. The year’s results are very close
to the budget set last year. (An ad-
justment should be made to last
year’s published budget for £2,000
in both income and expenditure
because Central Office undertook
to deal with the issue of the
Batheaston footpath diversion — see
last year’s report). We were pleased
that our grant request at £8,000, ie
the £10,000 indicated in the budget
less the £2,000 for Batheaston was
approved. It enabled Area to fund
Group activities in the full amount
that they requested. This has almost
certainly led to at least a maintain-
ing of standards in the provision of
services to members and the gen-
eral public and in some cases sub-
stantial improvement with a result-
ing increase in some Groups’ mem-
bership and the public standing of
the Association generally. The
funding of the volunteer effort for
the Ramblers has also been able to
be adequately funded.

2. As to actually receiving the
grant we were promised, Central
Office have not paid us all of it.
They have cut £1,000 from the last
payment and stated that this amount
will be paid this current year as part
of a re-timing of payments. It is

unclear at present whether by Sep-
tember 2010, we will in fact have
had this £1,000.

3. Asaresult, as at 30" September
2009, Area’s reserves are £1,000
down on what they were budgeted
to be at £2,578 rather than £3,563
as planned.

4. Costs continued to rise in print-
ing, stationery and postage in the
year (mostly the quarterly Area
News) although thankfully not
above budget. It does, though, form
the largest part of Area’s spend for
the each year and the pressure is on
from Central Office to cut this.
London are pressing for all com-
munications to be electronic. And
it’s certainly a lot cheaper for their
end of things (see also below on
the budget for next year). In this,
Area, like the Groups, has a diffi-
cult balancing act to perform: on
the one hand to continue to give
members and the public the service
they want, and indeed, in the mem-
bers’ case, have paid for, as well as
publicize the enormous and useful
work Ramblers does for the nation
and at the same time to keep costs
down. However, it’s not cheap for
those on the end of electronic com-
munications: it needs costly equip-
ment, lots of reading/training,



boxes of paper, ink and lots of time.

Central Office please note!

5. The budget for next year (on
pages 5 and 6) is substantially dif-
ferent from this. This is not from
choice but has been forced on us by
Central Office. You will no doubt
have heard of the “financial crisis”
that has been going at Central Of-
fice this year which has led to cuts
in spending all over the place and
reductions in service — eg no more
paper communications from Lon-
don. Area grants have not escaped
the cull and Central Office has
mandated a 25% cut for 2009/10 as
against 2008/9. Thus for the whole
UK, Area grants will total only
some £300,000 as against the nor-
mal figure of around £400,000 -
£450,000. This is a big cut. Bear in
mind that income for the Ramblers
from members’ subscriptions is
fairly constant year by year and you
can see quite clearly that the pro-
portion of these subscriptions being
returned to Areas to be spent lo-
cally has now been massively re-
duced.

6. Thus our grant will be £6,545
(£8,550 requested). In order to
maintain service standards and the
normal level of charitable activity,
some projects have been put on
hold while reserves at both Area
and Group level will be used to
maintain spending.

7. This is not a situation that can
go on for too long. In the last
eighteen months, or so, Ramblers’
Central Office has been taking on
commitments substantially in ex-
cess of its subscription income.
This is a high risk strategy and its
failure in 2008/9 has led to the
widespread spending cuts referred
to above including those at local
level. Their budget for 2009/10 is
more modest and plans a return to
a more normal level of funding for
Areas, but still relies on the receipt
of a substantial amount of income
over and above that from subscrip-
tions. Thus the high risk strategy is
carrying on. It is arguable whether
this is in Ramblers’ long term in-
terests. It is surely preferable that a
sounder long term basis be sought
for funding from subscription in-
come both local services and vol-
unteer activities at the standard
required by members and in accor-
dance with the high standing and
reputation the Association has with
the public. To do otherwise implies
creating frequent shortages of cash
and resources at the local level
leading to the reduction of services
to members and in the support to
the volunteer effort. This could do
long term damage to what is one of
Britain’s most highly respected
institutions in its field.



Budgeted income and expenditure account for
2009/10

Income
Grants from head office

Donations
Advertising

Bank interest
Net income

Expenses

Grants to local groups
Access

Countryside
Footpaths

Promoting walking
Governance:

Reports

Meetings

Secretarial

Other

Excess of expenditure over income
Funds’ balance brought forward

Funds’ balance carried forward

Budget Actual for
for
2009/10 2008/9
£ £
6,545 7,000
200 200
25 30
6,770 7,230
5,050 7,750
10 10
64 54
250 155
75 302
1,543 1,457
170 329
165 162
150 150
7,477 10,369
-707 -3,139
2,578 5,717
1,871 2,578




Proposed budget for 2009/10 (continued)
Group allocations planned for 2009/10

Bath

Bristol

Brunel
Kingswood
Norton Radstock
Severnside
Southwold

Statement of income and expenses for the year ended 30" September 2009 see centre pages

FOOTPATH SUB COMMITTEE
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Budget Actual
‘09/10 ‘07/8
£ £
1,600 1,799.99
2,080 4,000.01
400 400.00
280 400.00
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1 .

%

(Continued on page 8)



(Continued from page 7)
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BRISTOL FOOTPATH REPORT

Dundry Despite repeated reminders
and some mild agitation from Hart-
cliffe’s Pride of Place Group, by the end
of the year no progress had been made
over the Hill Farm anomaly. The ward
councillor, Tim Kent, who is also chair
of the PROW& Greens committee was
going to approach the farmer. If his
blandishments, like the intervention of
the NFU fail, the Council really should
use its powers to create a path. This
problem, the result of a bureaucratic
blunder, has been dragging on for years
and needs to be resolved.

Riverside Paths On the Monarch’s
Way at Netham and the Severnside Link
alongside the Portway, there has been
significant progress this year towards
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the dedication and subsequent mainte-
nance we have been pressing for. The
National Trust, Network Rail, a private
landowner, have all been helpful and we
expect some BCC departments to follow
suit. Buy the champagne and lay it down
for a while.

Purdown As expected the Evil Educa-
tion Empire had its way. Bristol Council
was so determined to win it hired a QC:
for the Inquiry unprecedented in my ex-
perience of Town & Country Planning
Act Diversion Orders.

Hanham Towpath. An interesting
anomaly as the path is in South Glos but
Bristol is responsible for it under the
1803 Docks Act. Once again, the coun-
cil found money for the Learned Friends.
For walkers, the path isn’t too bad, so |
am leaving it to the CTC or BHS to serve



an order to have it put in repair, should
either organisation see fit.

Claims and Obstructions. A couple of
local groups have been advised on the
claims procedure. Some obstructions

were reported and efficiently dealt with.

Stakeholder Group ClIr Harrison has
mooted the idea of a Pedestrian Stake-
holder Group in Bristol and discussed
this with the Secretary of the Joint Local
Action Forum. We await further infor-
mation and a formal invitation to join.
Practical Work For the first time in
decades, Bristol Group (with the vast
experience of Peter Mills from South-
wold to help) did some practical foot-
path work. After much negotiation and
with poor grace one section of BCC
agreed that we could provide the way-
marking for the Bristol Triangle at Ba-
docks Wood that another section of
BCC funded several years ago . It has
since been vandalised. Our general

offer to help with waymarking and clear-

ance was received with modified rap-
ture and then subjected to the Health &
Safety Rule Book. I said this was Bu-
reaucrat Code for “No thanks”, leav-

ing it to the next Bristol Group Footpath

Officer to pursue the matter if she had
the patience.

Funding The PRoW section of BCC is

said to be underfunded, a problem that
Alderman Martin the positive and
knowledgeable chair of the PRoW Liai-
son Group is pledged to solve. Plain

citizens reading this report may wonder

why the Council turns away unpaid
labour and lavishes money on lawyers.
Three items: Filton Golf Course,
Alley Gating, and Cycling City
cross the city boundary and are dealt
with in the general Avon Area FSC

Report of the South Glos
Footpath Secretary for
the AGM 2010

1) Footpath Maintenance Some
years ago there was real concern
about the performance of the Council
in responding to complaints about
footpaths. However the Public Rights
of Way Team have been getting their
act together and matters are signifi-
cantly improved. Members walking
locally must have noticed the large
number of new kissing gates that have
replaced stiles. On the back of the
Rights of Way Improvement Plan all
our Councils have carried out a com-
plete network survey so that every
gate, stile or unlawful obstruction has
been photographed and computerised.
This, of course, has highlighted a
large number of problems which we
hope to see being put right in due
course. A couple of specific problems
are causing concern: | wrote about
obstructive behaviour at Springfield
Farm, Horton in Area News. The
Council are still being pressed to re-
solve the issue. And the towpath/
bridleway between Hanham and Con-
ham is in danger of falling into the
river. Legally this has been shown to
be the responsibility of Bristol City
under the Docks Act 1805! Now that
the legal situation has be resolved we
need to see some action to preserve
this heavily promoted trail. Finally,
the PROW Liaison Group is well at-
tended by user groups and is function-
ing well.

2) Gating Orders Elements of South

(Continued on page 10)



(Continued from page 9)

Gloucestershire Council are determined
to push ahead with gating of neighbour-
hood paths (alleys), including at least
one public right of way, in the Filton
area using the Clean Streets Act. While
we would not wish to see local resi-
dents seriously affected by anti-social
behaviour and crime the Counci has yet
to demonstrate that the levels are seri-
ous and that gating is the solution. My
concern is that the legislation should
not be stretched beyond its original
intention just to facilitate this particular
piece of social engineering.

3) Walks leaflets During the year there
was a scare that the Council had de-
cided to stop producing walks leaflets
in hard copy. South Gloucestershire
has an excellent record of in producing
promoted walks and trails. Working
through the Joint Local Access Forum
an assurrance has now been received
that this was never the Council’s inten-
tion. That’s all right then!

4) Cycle City | think most members
would support the creation of new cycle
paths under the Cycle City project even
though some stretches of them are on
existing footpaths. However we must
make sure that walkers are not second
class citizens on these routes. Signage
is an issue about which | have been
lobbying the Council.

5) Severnside Group’s Area Jenny
Aspinall and John Lewis are doing an
excellent job in their area. They have
been particularly pro-active in Tyther-
ington Parish and the results are there to
see.

Ron Phelps October 2009
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Report of the Access Officer to
the Area Council Jan 2010

1) Coastal Access and the Marine Bill
As | write in October 2009 the Marine
and Coastal Access Bill is making its
final progress through Parliament. |
hope by the time of the AGM to be able
to say that it has become law. Many
amendments were made to the original
version but mostly these seem to have
been welcomed by the supporters of
walking. We should get a path and
coastal margin around practically all of
our coastline.

2) Joint Local Access Forum (JLAF)
The JLAF of which | am Deputy Chair-
man has had an active year. For the
first time an Annual Newletter has been
produced which can be found on
www.jlaf.org.uk . | recommend it to
Members as a good summary of what is
exercising people locally about access
to the outdoors. The JLAF also takes
the trouble to respond to national con-
sultations for example on the Forestry
Commission’s plans for the Public For-
est Estate and Natural England’s Re-
view of National Trails etc. This is not
only to get a view across but to remind
Government that there is an informed
and interested constituency on such
matters. Mostly, of course, the JLAF’S
influence is on our local Councils. 1
think that increasingly its voice is lis-
tened to.

3) Gating Orders The gating of
neighbourhood paths (alleys) has be-
come fashionable with some councils.
Unfortunately we have one such in
South Gloucestershire which seems to
have lost any sense of balance between
controlling unsocial behaviour and let-



ting the rest of us use our public rights of
way and other convenient neighbourhood
paths. Through the JLAF | have man-
aged to get this issue on the agenda of
the England Access Forum. At least we
will not go down without a fight before
the swingeing legislation that is the
Clean Streets Act.

4) Promoted Walks over Access Land
I have obtained a grant for South
Gloucestershire to devise walks over
access land (open countryside and regis-
tered commons). The Council have an
excellent record in producing walks leaf-
lets and | look forward to this project
bearing fruit during the coming year both
with leaflets and on-line versions.

5) What next for Access? With hope-
fully Coastal Access become a reality in
the next few months the Ramblers will
need to re-focus on walking and country-
side issues. We could go for access to
river banks, or woodlands or perhaps
even the Scottish model of responsible
access to all uncultivated areas. 1 think,

Avon Area AGM Report — Web Editor

though, that most will opt for a period of
consolidation of new and existing public
rights. Let’s start making the best of what
we now have.

Ron Phelps Access Officer, October 2009

Planning and Countryside Protection

For some years this has been a one-person
activity in our area, but the brute fact is
that it really is not possible for one person
to have the range of contacts required
across the area, or to keep abreast of the
sort of local gossip which often provides
enlightenment about what is really going
on in the case of particular developments.
As the one person concerned, | therefore
really did not think | was being effective.
We have therefore decided to emulate the
activities of our successful Footpath Sec-
retaries team, by organising a team to
cover planning questions area-wide. | am
very grateful to Susan Carter and Bob Hall
for agreeing to join me to cover Bristol
and South Gloucester respectively (I con-
tinue with BANES)....... David Waterstone
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Report of Membership Secretary for
Annual Report

Avon Area Membership
Figures as at
30 September 2009

30.9.09 30.9.08

Change
Life 29 36 -7
Single 1,363 1,380 -17

Joint 1,021 965 + 56

Total 2,413 2,381 + 32

Marietta Starbuck,
Area Membership Sec.
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Avon Area Group Reports:

BATH GROUP AGM
SECRETARY’S REPORT 2008

Once again we have had great support
from all our committee members who
work very hard on our behalf. Sadly how-
ever, we must say goodbye and convey
many thanks to Joy Lory, Barbara Brain
and last but not least our Chairman Eric
Robinson, who have all stepped down
after many years of service. At the same
time our thanks must go to David Wa-
terstone, whose liaison with David Steele,
Head of Rights of Way for B&NES has
culminated in the organisation of a survey
of *countryside furniture’. David has also
had great success in instigating the open-
ing of a new footbridge at Bath Univer-
sity while he is currently working on the
re-opening of the Batheaston ‘river’ path
and the diversion of a path at Chelscombe
Farm Lansdown; however | am sure
David will give a full report. Frank
Tompson has also had a successful year
as the start of the Two Tunnels project is
now imminent. | feel I must point out that
Bath Group members now hold several
positions on the area committee, David is
now Area Chairman, while Adrian Noyles
and Marietta have retained their position
as Area Treasurer and Minutes Secretary,
while Marilyn represents our group’s
interests. Lastly most of the committee
attended a seminar at Future Publishing
to discuss ideas that Future wished to
forward for the publishing of a new look
‘Walk’ magazine. All members would like
to report that the drinks and sticky buns
were excellent!

News: First, | have been asked to an-
nounce that in future, a non returnable
deposit will be required for weekend
breaks, while YHA weekends will now be
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self booked. This is in order to ease the
administration for volunteers, who ar-
range these very enjoyable weekends.
Second | need to inform you that a re-
duced membership fee can be requested
for existing members by phoning
02073398595, while new members need
to tick the appropriate box on the mem-
bership application. However | must
highlight that the Rambling Association
is a charity and this reduction is for cases
of hardship. Lastly, more good news, pre-
walk volunteers can now claim 28 pence
per mile, £30 maximum. Forms can be
obtained from Christine Day on 872379.

Publicity: With the Chronicle changing
from daily to weekly publication our pub-
licity is now constrained to the web, but
this is been very successful, as most new
members contact us through the site. Fur-
thermore, Marilyn had an article and
photo regarding our group activities pub-
lished in ‘The Local Look’ a magazine
distributed through out the eastern side
of Bath. This generated several new
member enquires.

Holidays and Membership: Our Vol-
unteers have excelled themselves again
this year and we cannot thank them
enough. The year started with a trip to
Madeira in February and a weekend in
March at Litton Cheyney, both organised
by Ann Forster; followed by an HF week
in the Dordogne in May/June, lastly a
break in the Derbyshire Dales was ar-
ranged in August by Eileen. In addition
our walks programme has been com-
pletely filled, with three walks each Sun-
day, plus mid week and railway walks.
These included themed, urban and family
orientated walks. Membership now
stands at 441, slightly down from last
years figure of 445.

Marilyn Wright



Statement of income and expenses for the year ended 30" September
2009

2008/9 2007/8

£ £

Income
Grants from head office 7,000 4,800
Donations - 250
Advertising 200 280
Bank interest 30 218
Net income 7,230 5,548
Expenses
Grants to local groups 7,750 4,754
Access 10 10
Countryside 54 54
Footpaths 155 219
Promoting walking 302 107
Governance:
Reports 1,457 1,399
Meetings 329 118
Secretarial 162 165
Others 150 99

10,369 6,925
Excess of expenditure over income -3,139 -1,377
Funds’ balance brought forward 5717 7,094
Funds’ balance carried forward 2,578 5,717

These accounts have been audited by Geoff. Harman and are a true reflection

of the financial affairs of the Ramblers Association, Avon Area.

Signed  A.D. Noyes......... Treasurer date..9" December 2009......
G. Harman............ Auditor 4 , date..9" December 2009......



Notes to the income and expenditure account
for the year ended 30" September 2009

1. Funds’ balance is made up of:

Bank balance
Expenses relating to the period but unpaid at the period
end

2. Group allocations paid during the year were:

Bath

Bristol

Brunel
Kingswood
Norton Radstock
Severnside
Southwold

3. Officers’ expenses during the year were:

Secretary

Membership Secretary
Gloucester Footpath Secretary
Bristol Footpath Secretary
Information officer

4. Area was affiliated and paid subscriptions during
the year to:

Avon Wildlife Trust
Friends of Bristol Suburban Railways
Mendip Society
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£

2,577.72
)

£

1,799.99
4,000.01
400.00
400.01
400.01
350.01
400.00

56.82
136.23
72.44
81.81
60.72

42.00
10.00
12.00

64.00



Brunel Walking Group Annual Report 2009
Membership:
Membership has seen an increase of over 9% in the last year, with the current total num-
ber of members standing at 311. The group has been experiencing a delay in
receiving new member details because head office has been attempting to adopt to a
new CRM system — it can currently take up to two months to receive information.

2008 2009

Single memberships 179 188
Joint memberships 45 55
Reduced single memberships 9 7
Joint reduced memberships 2 2
Lifetime 2 2
Membership by category 237 254
Total number of members 284 311
Increase in last year 9.5%

We attribute the successful growth in members to a combination of web marketing, on
going new member walks and a wide variety of walks targeting all ability levels.

Programme:
Total number of walks in 2009 (ecluding weekends away)

1 boot easy —40 walks average attendance 29, 2 boot moderate—22 walks average atten-
dance 20, 3 boot hard—16 walks average attendance 13 and evening 16 walks average
attendance 17.

Social Events—29:
Number of weekends away—3, Salcombe, Pembrokshire and Xmas 2008) Approximately
22 walks were led o these three weekends.

Website/marketing/communications:

It has been another successful year for the website. Visits for the period of January to Au-

gust were up 22% on the same period last year.

We have kept the same website style and template previously created by Dean, and this

has worked well. The homepage has been updated with a view to pre-empting common

enquiries received via the group email account. In January we placed a large information

article on the homepage answering typical enquires from prospective new members. This

was particularly successful in reducing the amount of email received whilst having no

noticeable effect on the numbers attending walks.

A draft over 40s ‘Brunel Plus’ page has been added to the website. This is very much a

work in progress and will require further refinement as Brunwl Plus evolves. This has

received positive feedback and has a programme of walks aimed at more mature
(Continued from page 17)
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members.

The group is listed in the South Bristol Pigeon. This is a free pamphlet publication sent to
Homes in Ashton Vale, Ashton, Southville, Bedminster, Windmill Hill and Totterdown. It
is alocal newsand ‘what's on’ guide for the local area. We hope this will encourage
more interest in the group.

We’ve tried to avoid advertising specific walks on our homepage unless they are targeting
new members. Most social events are mentioned on the homepage, however. This may
have partly contributed to Philip having 17 people at a January cinema night!

The website receives a lot of visits on Saturdays suggesting that it has become a point of
reference for existing members to ascertain what walks are on offer and if there have been
any changes to the programme.

Overall the website is well on track for another successful year.

Newsletter:

We’ve introduced some new features to the newsletter this year with the aim to make it a
more fun and interesting read, and more than just a straight duplication of information
contained on the website. Features have included recipes, ‘top tips’ and a book review,
reports from specific walks (i.e. the waterfall walk) and on week ends away, and most
recently walking trivia. We’ve received positive feedback from people saying they enjoy
reading the newsletter and the new features introduced.

Finance:

Brunel’s bank balance as of 30th September 2009 was £2,138.11. In the past year our sole
expense was £15 paid for the use of the website and group email account However we set
aside £600 for walk leader training which took place on the weekend of 16-18 October.
We have continued to designate some funds in the bank account as temporary deposit
cover for weekends away. All of the weekends away in the last year have returned a sur-
plus, so the amount paid back into the bank account has always been more than the de-
posit borrowed.

For the next year we have submitted a budget to head office that would include: £600 for
further walk leader training, £100 for first aid kits and group maps, £50 miscellaneous and
admin costs. We plan to keep £700 to fund future deposits on weekends away.

Brunel Plus:

The Brunel Plus autumn programme got off to a good start with offers of 17 walks and
activities as opposed to 9 walks and no additional activities in the last programme. Recent
attendance at walks has unfortunately been patchy, but it’s still early days. Philip’s walk
was the most successful with 11 people, whilst Geoffrey@s attracted only Tim and
Philip—but we had a good day anyway! Alan wasn’t well enough to lead his walk so we
joined with the 20s and 30s that day to avoid disappointment.

Our email list now stands at 26, 8 of those being new to Brunel Plus. Now that Geoffrey
is a committee member his access to the hotmail account is useful for contacting new
enquirers. We’re trying to broaden the power base by appointing Philip as our ‘greeter’
and Tim as Editor of the modified Brunel Plus Newsletter. Alan is shaping up to be our
publicity contact and leader of our first weekend away.

No feedback was received following the walk hosted by Bristol Ramblers but we plan to

Continued on page 18
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(Continued from page 17)
share a joint walk with Severnside Ramblers in the spring to help us become better known.

Resources and footpaths:

Yet another hetic year for the resources department with a total of 1 map loaned.

Tim has attended a few Avon area footpath committee meetings, but there is no clear role
for Brunel since we won’t cover a specific geographic area. However, we do think it would
be a good idea for us to investigate options for getting Brunel members involved with this,
and there may be an opertunity with the Forest of Avon community path which is being
abandoned by it current custodians.

AGM:
The Brunel AGM was held on Monday 16th November at the Scotchman and his Pack
pub.

Contact details:
Our group email address continues to be brunelwalkinggroup@hotmail.com and our web-
site address is www.brunelwalking.org.uk

Report of Kingswood Ramblers Group 2009-10
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From the wilds of New Zealand to the snowy peaks of the
Sierra Nevada, walking beneath a rainforest canopy or over
scenic Peruvian passes. The original walking company,
with us you can discover the world's hidden jewels close up.

= Small groups » Expert leaders
® Easy to adventurous
s Over 200 holidays in 60 countries

= Holiday profits support the ,#‘_

Ramblers Association
01707331133 . YD

/
ramblersholidays.co.uk “@f:f”e;ﬁi
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Annual Report Norton Radstock
Group

Sally Haddon

SevernSide Ramblers Group Report 2008/2009
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BRISTOL GROUP ANNUAL REPORT 2008-9

Of the Ramblers’ four charitable aims: promoting walking, protecting the Rights of
Way Network, preserving the beauty of the countryside and campaigning for access;
Bristol Group, with an urban territory wherein “Right to Roam” was guaranteed in
1865, can only directly serve two as a rule.. However Susan Carter successfully op-
posed the abuse of the Downs as a Zoo Car Park. At last, the city planning committee
unanimously condemned this and gave the Zoo a year to find another solution.
The Report of the Area Footpath Secretary (Bristol) covering the protection of Public
Rights of Way is separately published. It includes matters that will in future exercise
the Bristol Group Footpath Officer when one member no longer fills both posts. The
Group should applaud the first organised practical work for decades, when Tony Par-
sons &al aided by Peter Mills from Southwold Group waymarked the Bristol Triangle
Walk at Badocks Wood.
That leaves the fourth aim: Promotion of Walking
In the calendar year to 31" December, Bristol Group advertised 262 walks: some ar-
ranged by Avon Area or the Wessex Wanderer or Severnside Saunters Rail schemes
Furthermore there were five trips away spread from Whitby to Litton Cheyney.
Two new ventures: Sunday afternoon walks (thanks to Nick Wilkes for this initiative)
and an overnight easy hill walk eventually completed in August on a classic moonlit
night - after appalling weather for the original date in June.
As ever, it was difficult to find leaders for short walks on Saturday mornings or sum-
mer evenings. Support for these walks is patchy so we owe special gratitude to the or-
ganisers who persevered.
Through the Bristol Public Rights of Way Liaison Group, we have tried again to set up
a procedure whereby the more sprightly “Walkers for Health” are directed to our gen-
tlest walks. After that, for many people in the past, no contour line is the limit.
To promote the Ramblers generally and Bristol Group especially, we set up stalls at
Department of Work & Pensions, Lodge House - Wellbeing Event, Department of the
Environment, Aztec West - Autumn Fayre, Redland Fair, and the Festival of Nature.
Tony Parsons maintains a publicity board at our sponsors, Taunton Leisure, and sup-
plies programmes to other outlets. Thanks to Chris Sanders who revamped the stall
when the New National Image was vouchsafed unto us. Neil Burlton has been working
with Bristol City Council to recycle Bristol Backs as a series of leaflets and web publi-
cations.
Also there were two social events: the Wells Circular Bike Ride in April organised by
Julian Butter & Karen O’Sullivan and a barbeque organised by . Karen and Peter
Hobbs in July.
The Information Technology chaos at Central Office makes it impossible to say for
sure whether group membership rose or fell in the financial year, At 30th Sept we
think the figures may have been 965 members at 775 addresses
The committee decided to move towards an opt-in system of positive electronic distri-
bution as soon as the national database makes this worthwhile. In response to the first
request 5% of the membership signed up to this.
It is the Chairman’s annual pleasure to thank everybody who has done anything, not just
the walks leaders, but the administrators, caterers, concrete mixers, advocates, editors
(‘real and virtual), envelope stuffers and proppers-up of stalls as well.
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Southwold’s Annual Report 1 October 2008 — 30 September 2009

We have continued with walks on Wednesdays, Saturdays and Sundays, and evening
walks on some Wednesdays during the Summer. This year has seen the addition of
walks on some Sunday afternoons also. As a consequence, we have been able to provide
walks of varying lengths to suit all tastes.

Our Social Committee have once again booked some wonderful weekends away.

Last October we went to Woolacombe for three nights and in March, 43 of us had four
nights away in Jersey travelling by ferry from Weymouth. This latter holiday gave a
choice of walks with Gordon Taylor leading the longer walks and Phil Cornish leading
the gentler 6 mile walks. Everyone saw most of the island and some benefited from trav-
elling by bus. The hotel, just outside St Helier, was very good and everyone rated the
holiday a great success.

We held our AGM and American Supper last November, combining business and
social all in one evening. This gave members a chance to ask questions of the Commit-
tee and air their views whilst also catching up with fellow walkers and friends.

Also in November some members attended the Birmingham International Tattoo
which was held in the international arena. It was a marvellous military spectacle with
some bands attending from Switzerland and Germany. On the way back we stopped for
a meal before returning home.

In January the year got off to a great start when our group was privileged in having
Prince Charles accompanying them for part of the walk, which was near his estate at
Highgrove.

The following month we enjoyed a three-course meal at Stanshawes Hotel. It was
worth braving the snowy weather for the congenial atmosphere.

Southwold was due to lead a walk to Cheddar in May with a small group of French
ramblers. This was part of the Chipping Sodbury Twinning. Unfortunately, at the last
minute, the French were unable to come to this country, which was disappointing. We
hope to have an opportunity to receive them in the not too distant future.

In June two of our Members, Bridget and lain, very kindly opened their garden once
again to Southwold ramblers for a garden party. Members always enjoy this event and
we are grateful to Bridget and lain for the work they do to ensure that everyone enjoys
themselves.

The “Prince Charles” walk in January may count as perhaps the most unusual event to
mark our walking year. However, the most challenging walk may have been in June,
when Paul West led a party around the “Dursley Half Dozen”. The 14 mile walk took
the walkers over six peaks in the Dursley area, including Stinchcombe Hill, Uley Bury
and Cam Peak. A rather warm day and some 3,500 feet of ascent AND equal of de-
scent, left us feeling like we had definitely had a good walk.

Overall, this has been a very good year for Southwold and we are grateful to the walk
leaders, without whom we would not have such a wonderful choice of walks.

Whilst our membership has remained at around the 260 point, it is perhaps more sig-
nificant that we so often have members from other groups joining us for walks, and some
of our members also enjoy walking with other groups in the Avon area and beyond. This
really emphasises the scope and opportunities of RA membership.

Sharifa Naqui .........Southwold Group
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Affiliated Clubs
Organisations affiliated to
Avon Area were invited to
submit an annual report to
represent their activities
during the year.

The following were re-

Saltford Walkers

It is my great pleasure to re-
port that in times of recession
Saltford Walkers are Booming.
Our membership has increased
slightly during the past year and
we now stand at approximately
120.

Even though we didn’t experi-
ence our ‘barbeque Summer’
Saltford Walkers continued re-
gardless and have had a good
walking year. We’ve just re-
turned from a walking holiday in
Tenby where we were able to
take advantage of the glorious
late Autumn weather and enjoy
lots of walking and good com-

pany.

Forthcoming activities include a
visit to Hawkesbury Upton for a
Sunday ‘stroll’ followed by lunch
in a local pub, a Sunday after-
noon reamle along the Clevedon
coast path and a large get to-
gether at Cameley Lodge for our
Christmas lunch during Decem-
ber.

Helen Gilroy.... Secretary SW
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Folk House Ramblers

The total paid up membership for
the year was 77, with an average
number attending Sunday walks
being about 15 Normally a walk
is held on most Sundays through-
out the year, and about once a
month mid-week day walks are
held, and evening walks during
the summer period.

Christmas activities included a
dinner after the December mid-
week walk and a visit to the thea-
tre at Weston Super mare to see
“Peter Pan”.

Other various social events were
held from time to time including
games evenings, Vvisit to the
Theatre at both Bristol and Wes-
ton Super Mare, concerts and a
boat trip on the Kennet and Avon
Canal.

There have been some coffee
mornings in aid of various chari-
ties.

A week end away was held at IIf-
racombe in November and a
week away was held at Harlech
in June.

David Whitnell completed the sec-
ond half of his walk from Lands
End to John O’Groats this sum-
mer. Congratulations to him.
Thanks to all the leaders and or-
ganisers fro their continuing
hard work.

Patrick Mills



STOKE LODGE RAMBLERS
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Thornbury Running Club

The Club currently has 185 members, of whom 45 also belong to the Triathlon Section,
which enables those with swimming and cycling interests to improve their skills without
having to go to other clubs to train.

Our running is broadly organised around three points in the week.

Thursday evening is ‘Club Night,” based in Turnberrie’s, Thornbury. Throughout the
summer we run (mainly) off road along the footpaths and bridleways around Thornbury.
I’m afraid that throughout the winter we are constrained to run on road because of the
limited daylight hours.

On Sunday mornings, group leaders take their group on a long run, which can be any-
thing between 10 and 18 miles. This takes us well into the surrounding countryside,
involving mixed terrain. The Sunday morning group might decide to run part of the
Cotswold Way or the Wye Valley instead of our local Severn Way.

Tuesday evening is a track session at WISE, Filton College’s Sports Centre.

In addition to these opportunities, we organise summer away Club Nights to take advan-
tage of the light evenings in other parts of Gloucestershire and Gwent (e.g . Offa’s
Dyke).

Our members run as individuals in races all over the country along tracks and footpaths,
and are regular entries in the Gwent and Gloucestershire cross-country leagues.

As far as fundraising is concerned, we are closely involved with the Thornbury Xmas
Fun Run and the Rockhampton and Oldbury Fun Runs, both as participating runners
and in helping to organise. We also respond sympathetically to parent groups that may
wish to organise a school fun run to raise money but don’t know where to start.

More importantly, individuals raise thousands of pounds in sponsorship for their chosen
charities.

I trust this gives you a flavour of our range of activities, our sense of social responsibil-
ity, and the contribution this makes to the specific objectives of the RA.

Gareth Thomas
Secretary

Thornbury Running Club
November 2009
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AVON AREA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Members of Avon Area of the Ramblers’ Association are invited to
attend the Area’s 35th Annual General Meeting, this year hosted by the
Kingswood Ramblers Group, this will take place on Saturday 6th Febru-
ary in the Warmley Community Centre, 20 Deanery Road, Kingswood,
BS15 9JB 2009 at 13:30.

The AGM will be preceded by a 4 mile walk which will cover the
Siston area., lead by John Davis and will start form the Warmley com-
munity Centre at 10 a.m. Light refreshments will be available for those
attending the AGM from 12:30

This is your opportunity to air your views and take part in the democ-
ratic process of the Ramblers’ Association.

Guest Speaker, Gus Halfhide - Personal Profile
A member of the Ramblers Board of Trustees
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Thank you to the members of Kingswood Ramblers, who have giv-
ing their time to host the 35th Area Annual General Meeting.
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AGENDA
Avon Area AGM 6th February 2010

1 Apologies for absence

< 8 <==
D Matters arising
0 % <::@G<::8
5 Appointment of
> C 4 &
Vice Presidents
Secretary
Minutes Secretary
Access Officer(s)
. a 4
Press Officer
Information Officer
> C %
> Election of Delegates to General Council 2009
F ' # '
8 Any Other Business
9 : K 3!
Gus Halfhide
$ " 4

The Ramblers’ Association is a registered charity (England & Wales no. 1093577, Scotland
no SC039799) and a company limited by guarantee, registered in England & Wales (no
4458492). Registered office: 2" floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London
SE17TW.”
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