
Press Notice from the Ramblers� Bristol Group and Avon Area

WALKERS SAY NO � AGAIN - TO ZOO CAR PARK ON THE DOWNS

1. Bristol City Council will decide in February whether Bristol Zoo can continue to use 
the Downs as parking for up to 660 cars on 60 days each year. The Zoo has been using 
one of the best parts of the grassland as a car park �temporarily� since 1969. In October 
2008 a Planning Committee decided unanimously that this use must end. The Zoo was 
given a year to �sort itself out� (as the Committee chair put it), by making alternative 
arrangements for its visitors. The Zoo has not done so: it has instead applied to use the 
Downs for a further five years.

2. The Ramblers� Bristol Group and Avon Area are objecting to the planning 
application.  Susan Carter, their Environment Officer, said:

�The Downs are one of the glories of Bristol, dedicated more than a century ago for the 
people of the city and surrounding areas to enjoy. The Zoo�s car park prevents people 
enjoying one of the finest parts of the Downs on the best days of the year.  The car park 
is bad for Zoo visitors too, with a steep stony path down to a dangerous main road and 
unpredictable closures on fine days after wet weather. And parking is bad for wildlife, 
with clear damage to the grassland.

The Zoo has had 40 years to make proper arrangements for its visitors. There is scope 
to develop the Zoo�s own car park, to provide park-and-ride facilities, and to encourage 
more use of public transport.  The Zoo has no incentive to pursue these options 
seriously while Downs parking is allowed to continue. 

We hope that this time the planning committee will restore this beautiful part of the 
Downs to its proper use, as a park for the people of Bristol, not a car park for another 
attraction.�

3. Parking on the Downs is contrary to all the national and local planning policies put in 
place to protect them. In 2003, Dr Jo Gipps, the then newly-arrived Zoo Director, said: 
�I am personally committed �to rectifying the situation�.  The Zoo has since made no 
significant changes to its parking provisions, while investing in a succession of capital 
projects at the Zoo and developing ambitious plans for the Hollywood Estate. 




